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Commissioner's Corner
Guest Column
Don Perry

Although the calendar tells me otherwise, it doesn’t seem that it was that many years ago
that I was hired as the District’s General Manager. As an engineer with a background in water and sewer
systems, one of the first tasks I tackled when I arrived at Lakehaven was to familiarize myself with the
vast infrastructure that provides the services that we all rely on. In addition to getting a sense of what
systems were in place, I was interested in evaluating where we could improve the systems and was
pleased to find a Board of Commissioners similarly interested in the improvements we could make.
Over the course of my tenure as General Manager, we have made many upgrades that will benefit the
District and its customers for many years to come. Some of the more notable items are:








After long discussions about water supply, we were finally able to execute a contract with
Tacoma and our South King County Partners for the Second Supply Project. Now complete, the
Project has increased the District’s available water supply from ten million gallons per day to
twenty million gallons per day.
To deal with conditions associated with blending surface and ground water supplies, we installed
filtration, chlorine, and pH treatment facilities to control iron and manganese problems from the
groundwater sources and to ensure that the drinking water continues to meet and exceed the most
stringent clean drinking water regulations in place.
The District has long been interested in storing water underground for later use when other
sources are less available. In order to facilitate storage and recovery of water, it was necessary to
have state law changed to recognize water rights in the stored water. The District was successful
in obtaining the necessary legislation and has since been granted a permit that will allow the
District to pursue water storage and recovery in the future.
We have implemented a program to place emergency generators at well and sewer pump station
sites. This has greatly improved our ability to deliver uninterrupted water and sewer service
during power outages.
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The District has diverted a large number of sewer customers previously served by Tacoma and
Pierce County treatment plants to our Lakota Treatment Plant. This has resulted in a large
reduction in the cost of serving these customers.
Several years ago we added UV disinfection systems to both the Lakota and Redondo
Wastewater Plants. UV disinfection replaces the chlorine systems that were being used to
disinfect the wastewater effluent before it leaves the plants to flow into the Puget Sound. The
elimination of chlorine in the effluent is considered beneficial to the local marine environment.

The items I have listed represent just a few of the accomplishments at the District and there is much
work left to be done. This could not have been accomplished without the dedicated Board, staff, and the
support of our customers. I thank you from all of us at Lakehaven Utility District and wish you the very
best. It has been a pleasure to serve you.
MEET THE NEW GENERAL MANAGER

The Lakehaven Utility District Board of Commissioners and staff wish to thank Don Perry for
his many years of service to the district.
The Board of Commissioners is pleased to announce its promotion of John Bowman to succeed
Don Perry as the District’s General Manager. John will officially begin his duties in the new
position following Don Perry’s retirement at the end of April.
John was raised in Federal Way and attended Kennedy High School in Burien. Following high
school, John completed a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Engineering at the University of
Washington. He has been employed at the District since 1990 and has spent time as a water
system engineer and, more recently, as Director of Engineering. John has been extensively
involved in water system planning and the development of the Second Supply Pipeline Project
throughout his career at the District.
Congratulations John!

NEW
GENERAL
MANAGER
John Bowman

CFC RENTAL
The Board and staff continue to review the Capital Facility Charge Rental Program. The current focus by
staff is on further refinement of the credit allocation database. The fair and accurate allocation of credits
to property within the District is the foundation of the program. Once this review is completed, it is

Leonard D. Englund
Commissioner

Charles I. Gibson
Commissioner

Timothy A. McClain
Commissioner

Donald L.P. Miller
Commissioner

Ronald E. Nowicki
Commissioner

LAKEHAVEN UTILITY DISTRICT
31627 1st Ave. S. | PO Box 4249 | Federal Way, WA 98063-4249
Federal Way: 253-941-1516, Tacoma: 253-927-2922 | www.lakehaven.org

anticipated that additional consideration of program implementation issues will be conducted by the
Board. With this ongoing review, it is difficult to estimate when the program will resume.
WATER SERVICE RENEWAL
Lakehaven Field Maintenance Department is replacing old water service lines throughout the District.
The service line replacement process requires the installation of a check valve which prevents the
possibility of any non-drinkable water source from entering and contaminating the community drinking
water supply. It is necessary to inform you of a potential hazard that exists in relation to this backflow
prevention valve and your plumbing system.
Water heaters are installed with a temperature and pressure relief valve (T & P) which is designed to
relieve excessive water temperature or pressure. This valve needs to be maintained for it to operate
properly. Please see manufacturer’s instructions on how to use this valve.
Some hot water tanks have an expansion tank that aids in the control of excessive pressure for thermal
expansion. When a backflow prevention valve is installed on a water service line, water cannot go back
out into the water system. As water heats up in the hot water tank, the water expands. If an expansion
tank is not part of the plumbing system then the excessive pressure has no place to go. This leaves the T
& P valve as the only release route for the hot water and may cause the valve to leak.
It is the customer’s responsibility to ensure that their plumbing system complies with current codes,
including a properly installed and maintained temperature – pressure relief valve and expansion tank on
the hot water heater.
Lakehaven recommends that the T & P valve be inspected and maintained periodically. We also
recommend that if you should not already have an expansion tank, one should be installed as soon as
possible. A licensed plumber can inspect, repair, replace the T&P valve or install an expansion tank.
As much as possible, advance notification will be given to customers prior to service line work and
additional information will soon be available on our website under “water heater/thermal expansion” and
“cross connection”.
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KIDS’ CORNER – H20 FESTIVAL
AT GREEN RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

In March of each year the
cities of Kent and Auburn,
Lakehaven Utility District
and Soos Creek Water and
Sewer organize a water
festival for 4th and 5th grade
students at Green River
Community College. The
agencies pay $10 per student
attending from their service
area. This is not just a fun
field trip for the students, but
a great opportunity to learn
about clean water and its
importance to all of us.
Commissioners Gibson and Miller visit the
Water Festival at Green River Community College.

Your Board of Commissioners
Ron Nowicki - President
Len Englund - Vice President
Chuck Gibson - Secretary
Tim McClain - Commissioner
Don Miller - Commissioner
Regular Board of Commissioners meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of each month.
These meetings are held at the Lakehaven Center at:
Lakehaven Center
31531 First Ave. S.
Federal Way at 6 p.m.
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