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Commissioners’ Corner
You will read this in early 2019, but as I sit down to write
this in the middle of December (with Christmas only days
away), the end of 2018 is in sight. Where does the time go?
I’d like to touch brieﬂy on several things you may ﬁnd
of interest.
In the November/December Commissioners’ Corner,
Commissioner Miller talked about the hiring of new
employees at Lakehaven. In 2017, we hired seventeen
Peter Sanchez
new people. In 2018, the number of new employees
hired was nine (9). Twenty-six (26) new employees out of roughly 110 is quite a few
new faces. Please note that most of these people replace others who have retired
or moved on to other jobs, with a few ﬁlling previously vacate positions or new
positions that the District needs to continue to serve you, the ratepayers.
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During 2018, King County passed an ordinance to charge sewer and water districts
“rent” for the water and sewer pipes that are located in the County right-of-way. A
coalition of water and sewer districts, including Lakehaven, defended a suit ﬁled by
King County in Superior Court to establish the validity of the ordinance. The judge
in the case ruled against the County, ﬁnding that the rent was unlawful. While the
coalition won the ﬁrst round, the County has appealed the ruling; so it’s not over yet.
We are conﬁdent that this ruling will be upheld on appeal and will keep you posted.

Tim McClain

Next, I’d like to mention the excise tax that the City of Federal Way has imposed on
Lakehaven, which impacts you, the ratepayers of Lakehaven. Lakehaven oﬀered
to negotiate alternatives to the tax, but the City refused and imposed the tax,
leaving the District no option but to challenge the tax in court. The City claims the
right to impose the tax based on a court case in Chelan County between the City
of Wenatchee and the Chelan County Public Utility District (“PUD”). In that case,
Wenatchee imposed an excise tax on the PUD and the PUD ﬁled suit against the
City. While the PUD won at the trial court level, the City appealed the decision to
Division III of the Court of Appeals and prevailed. Unfortunately, the matter did not
get to the Washington Supreme Court for ﬁnal disposition. The District steadfastly
believes that the City tax is unconstitutional and otherwise unlawful and, because
it is of statewide importance, we believe it should ultimately be decided in the
Washington Supreme Court.
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Commissioners’ Corner,
cont. from page 1
As a side note, because they
have ratepayers within the City
of Federal Way, Midway Sewer
District and Highline Water District
have joined with Lakehaven in
this lawsuit and are paying nearly
half of the legal fees. Again, we
will keep you posted.
In my last Commissioners’
Corner, I talked about the need
for new oﬃce and maintenance
buildings for the District. After
a careful review of architectural
ﬁrms, Helix Design Group of Fife
was hired for this project. It is very
early in the process, with nothing
fully decided yet, but we are
working on it.
We will keep you posted.
I hope that you and your loved
ones had a wonderful holiday
season and the year ahead
is fantastic.

2019 Calendar
Poster Contest
Winner
Calendar cover art by Jacqueline L.
from Spring Valley Montessori

District Appeals Tax Decision
Earlier this year, the District, along with the
Highline Water District and Midway Sewer
District, ﬁled suit in King County Superior Court
challenging the legality of a tax imposed by the
City of Federal Way on revenues received from
the provision of water and sewer service within
the boundaries of Federal Way.
On October 30th, King County Superior Court
Judge John McHale ruled that the City’s tax
on revenues from customers billed for water
and sewer service was lawful. In November,
Lakehaven, Midway and Highline ﬁled an appeal of Judge McHale’s ruling with the
Washington Supreme Court.
It is anticipated that the Supreme Court will decide whether to accept direct review
sometime in the ﬁrst half of 2019. If direct review is declined by the Supreme Court,
the matter will go to Division I of the Court of Appeals.

Veterans’ Workshop and Job Fair
Lakehaven Water and Sewer District recently attended a Veterans Workshop
and Job Fair hosted by King County Councilmember Peter von Reichbauer.
This job fair brought together South King County veterans, service providers,
and potential employers.
Lakehaven provided information related to current job openings, and information
about career opportunities within the water and sewer industry. As there will always
be a need for the essential water and sewer services, there will always be a need
for skilled workers to provide these services.
If you are interested in obtaining more information about careers in the water and
sewer industry, please email Carrie Peters at cpeters@lakehaven.org. You can also
visit our website at www.lakehaven.org for job opportunities.

Protect Your Pipes

Jacqueline L. * Spring Valley Montessori * Mrs. Sauer

 Insulate exposed pipes/faucets.
 Disconnect and drain hoses.
 Wrap outside faucets with rags or cover
with Styrofoam covers.
 Open outside hose taps so water can drain.
Created with art from local students.

