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Our Mission
The Lakehaven Utility District is committed to the
continued delivery of safe, reliable and high quality
drinking water and environmentally responsible sewer
service to our customers.
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Have you heard the old saying “time flies when you’re having
fun”? Well I must be having fun because as I write this I have
started my sixth month as one of your commissioners at
Lakehaven Utility District. It doesn’t seem that it’s been over a
year that I filed for this position.
I’d like to take some time to introduce myself to those of you
who don’t know me or know much about me.

Peter Sanchez

My wife and I moved to Federal Way in 1982. In late 1982, I went to work for
Southwest Suburban Sewer District (SWSSD) which provides sanitary sewer service
to White Center, Burien, Normandy Park, as well as small areas of Seattle, SeaTac
and Des Moines. Based on my experience in the industry, I knew that Lakehaven had
always been a well-run utility district. Because of this I never had any thoughts of
running for a seat on the Board of Commissioners until last spring when an
opportunity presented itself. My plan to retire from SWSSD in early 2017 and
longtime Commissioner Charles Gibson’s decision not to seek another term was the
perfect time for me to run for this position.
For many years, Lakehaven depended on wells to supply the needs of our customers.
Over 30 years ago, the District partnered with the City of Tacoma and others to build
a water filtration plant and pipeline to bring water from the Green River to our
community. This was part of the long term planning that goes into making sure that
Lakehaven has more than enough water to supply our needs for everything from
getting a drink of water before going to bed, to properly operating fire hydrants so that
water is available when the unthinkable happens. Using water from the Green River
has the added benefit of allowing the area aquifers to refill to provide more water
during the drier months of the year.
Lakehaven also provides sanitary sewer service to collect and treat the wastewater
from our region. Our two treatment plants, one at Lakota, the other at Redondo, treat
a combined average of over 8 million gallons per day of wastewater throughout the
year. This properly treated wastewater is then discharged into Puget Sound to begin
the water cycle all over again.
It takes over 100 well trained, professional employees, some behind a desk, others
out in the field, doing an array of jobs to keep the fresh water supplied for your needs
and to remove and treat the wastewater from your home. There are managers,
electricians, mechanics, HR personnel, payroll people, finance people, engineers,
drivers, equipment operators, IT, purchasing agents, construction and repair crews
and even an attorney. Next time you see water flow out of the faucet and down the
drain, remember that it doesn’t happen by magic, but rather by the combined efforts of
the employees of Lakehaven Utility District and your elected Board of Commissioners.
In closing, I want to thank Charles Gibson for his years of service, and for providing
an opportunity for me to serve on the Board of Commissioners, and you, the
customers, for entrusting this position to me.

2016 Poster Contest Winners

L-R 1st Row: Alexis J., Crystal R., Rylin T., Daniella Q., Sua M. & Anisah R.
L-R 2nd Row: Alex V., Jaela D., Makai J., Kevin U. (1st Place Winner),
Riley B., Taylor W., & Carter O.
L-R 3rd Row: Commissioners Nowicki, Miller, Englund, McClain & Sanchez

Lakehaven Utility District presented awards to local
th
elementary students participating in its 20 annual Water
th
Conservation Poster Contest at the District’s May 26
Board meeting. The purpose of the contest is to help

children understand the importance of water
conservation through the development of posters
containing a water conservation message. The artwork
is featured each year in the District’s Water
Conservation Calendar.
Approximately 75 members of the community, including
students and their families, teachers and principals
attended the Board meeting. There were 156 poster
entries submitted from 10 Federal Way Elementary
Schools. The poster entries were judged by a panel of
three judges and thirteen winning posters were selected
to include in the District’s 2017 Water Conservation
Calendar.
Board President Ron Nowicki presented the awards to
students. Commissioners Tim McClain, Len Englund,
Don Miller and Peter Sanchez were also in attendance.
A special “Thank you!” goes to Wild Waves, SKFR
Fire Station, Red Canoe Credit Union, Woodstone
Credit Union, Costco, Target, Pattison’s West Skating
Center, Subzero Ice Cream and The Commons Mall for
their generous donations to the contest winners.

17th Annual Water Festival
Lakehaven Utility District sponsored 321 Federal Way fourth
th
and fifth grade students at the 17 Annual South King County
Regional Water Festival. Presenters at the Festival shared their
environmental messages to inspire the students, our future
leaders, to be better stewards in safeguarding our environment.
This is always a fun learning experience for the students and
offers water conservation as part of their curriculum.
Lakehaven Utility District also participated in the following
community events this spring: Federal Way Salmon Release,
Camelot School Green Festival, Touch-a-Truck and South King
Fire & Rescue Scout Night.

Federal Way elementary students participate in
the Pond Dipping Event during the Water
Festival

Earthquake Preparedness
The Greater Federal Way Community Emergency Management (GFWCEM)
asks that during an earthquake event you remember the following:
•
•
•
•

During shaking drop, cover & hold on!
After shaking check & treat injuries to
self, family or others.
Check utilities and turn them off if they
are damaged.
Tune your radio to AM 900 for
emergency information.

For further information contact GFWCEM @ 253-835-2712
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